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Catalina Channel Crossing Outrigger Canoe Race  
US Championships 

September 10-11, 2011  
    

All responsibilities pertaining to Officiating and Registration will be managed by SCORA. 
SCORA Race Chairperson: Cheance Adair  (619) 708-9081  adair@sandiego.edu 
SCORA Race Registration: Caren Thompson     outriggerpaddler@yahoo.com 
SCORA Race Safety: Billy Whitford   (949) 400-5250  billy@newportaquaticcenter.com 
Escort Boats: Michelle Thomas    (502) 425-2345  mjthomas1@ca.rr.com 
Escort Moorings: Buff Parker    (714) 501-3829 
Canoe Storage/Moorings: Greg Shaghoian  (310) 383-8014  gvshag@aol.com 
SCORA Event Logistics: Bud Hohl   (949) 355-6178  pukaohana@yahoo.com 
Event Co-Host (Newport): Maricela Power  (714) 943-5842  artissta@hotmail.com 

(vendors, food, lodging)  
Event Co-Host (Avalon): TBA 
Wahine Express Reservations: TBA 

 

COURSE:  WAHINE & OPEN COED: start at Bell Buoy outside the Newport Harbor entrance 
       end at Casino Point, Avalon (approx. 28 miles) 
   KANE & MASTERS COED: start at Lover’s Cove, Catalina 
       end at Newport Dunes, Newport Beach (approx. 31 miles) 
 
START TIMES:  WAHINE:   8:00 AM, Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011 
   OPEN COED:   8:20 AM, Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011 
   MASTERS COED:  9:00 AM , Sunday, Sept 11, 2011 
   KANE:    10:00 AM, Sunday, Sept 11, 2011 
 

ENTRY FEE: $450 per crew. Postmarked after August 31th entry fee will be $500 per crew. Fees include canoe 
storage (not canoe moorings), after party in Avalon or Sunday afternoon awards dinner for 9 
paddlers only and 2 escort boat personnel per crew 

 
CLASSES:   WAHINE  KANE   
    SCORA Spec  SCORA Spec 
    Bradley   Bradley 
    Masters 35+  Masters 35+ 
    Sr. Masters 45+  Sr. Masters 45+ 
    Kapuna Masters 50+ Kapuna Masters 55+ 
    19&under girls  19&under boys 
    Open Coed  Masters Coed   
   *All Coed: 4 kane, 5 wahine 
   *Note: Bradley Lightening canoes are considered spec boats per 2007 SCORA Race Rules 
 
AWARDS:  1st – 4th in all divisions 
   Presentation for Wahine on Saturday at Field of Dreams at 3:45 PM 
   Kane on Sunday at Newport Dunes at 4:30 PM 
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Registration 
Registration can be completed online only at www.scoraregistration.com  
 
Payments can be made at time of registration with eCheck or Pay in Person on September 9th ONLY. We no longer take 
paper registration forms. All registration must be done online.   
 
If you have registration questions, contact Caren Thompson via email at outriggerpaddler@yahoo.com  
Send proof of insurance, liability waivers and race entry fees (if not paid online) to:  
Caren Thompson – SCORA Registrar – 3 Crosscreek St, Dana Point, CA 92629 
  
NOTE: It is imperative that all paddlers including each member from SCORA and each member of a visiting crew, 
all coaches, all escort skippers, any person on any escort boat for any reason, and any person who accompanies 
that crew in any capacity sign a 2011 SCORA Release of Liability form.  Please be aware that this is not an 
exhaustive list. all non-SCORA crews must provide a Certificate of Insurance naming SCORA and it's Member 
Clubs as additionally insured. If you have questions, please contact Denise Shandroff, SCORA Insurance Officer 
at mdshandroff@hotmail.com. These forms are part of a completed registration package to be submitted by said 
date or fees will increase.  

 
Escort Boats  
All teams are responsible for obtaining their own escort boats. *We advise SCORA teams who are racing more than 3 crews 
to acquire a back up escort in the event that there is equipment failure.* Without making any guarantee, Offshore Canoe 
Club will try to assist visiting teams from outside of California to locate an escort. Once you have secured your escort, YOU 
MUST SUBMIT their signed waiver and escort boat registration information with their name, phone number, address, boat 
name, length, make and color, etc. by August 27 to Michelle Thomas at mjthomas1@ca.rr.com. 
 
Escort Boat Moorings  
When they are available, moorings will be assigned by the SCORA skiff at the Avalon Log Jam at Lover’s Cove (see map). 
ONLY escort boats will have an assigned moorings or side-tie.   
For moorings & slips in Newport call the Orange County Harbor Department at (949) 723-1002 or the Dunes Marina at   
(949) 729-1100.   

Escort Boat Launching in Newport 
• Enter through Newport Dunes (1131 Back Bay Drive).  
• Launch fees are $20.00.   
• There are separate areas for launching canoes and launching escort boats (see map).    
• There is absolutely no canoe launching allowed at the Orange County Harbor Department.   
• Remember that it takes at least 30 minutes to get from the launch ramp to the starting line; plan accordingly.   

 
Canoes 
REQUESTS AND INTENT TO RACE must be sent online at www.catalinacrossing.org/events 
 

*NEW FOR 2011 CATALINA CHANNEL CROSSING* 
  
CANOE STORAGE AND CANOE MOORINGS: 

 
 Storage for canoes on land over Saturday night will be as follows: 

First come first served by order of finish or whatever plan SCORA devises will be South Beach (it is located to the left 
of the Pleasure Pier as you face the town of Avalon). Mandatory stacking in a predetermined order is necessary for 
maximum storage of approximately 35 canoes on this site for free. 
 

 If mooring your canoe on a SCORA contracted canoe mooring system which will run parallel to the beach near the 
swim line of both south and main beach shall be prepaid for by each club on or before August 27th, 2011. A $20 fee per 
canoe per mooring will be obtained, no side ties allowed. Any canoe not adhering to said requirements will have canoe 
impounded until storage and penalties paid. Float numbers, location, instructions will be available upon payment. 
SCORA is under no obligation for mishandled or improperly secured canoes. 
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CANOE MOORING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Site A 
In front of South Beach, starting at the fence post in the middle of the beach as you face the Harbor with the pier to your left 
(moorings A-H will run from left to right). Only 2 paddlers are needed to accomplish securing a canoe mooring. Paddler in 
seat 1 will pick up assigned mooring ball and attach line with clip around seat 1 and secure clip back to line with mooring 
ball. Steersperson will then pickup stern assigned mooring ball and repeat same instructions. 
 
Site B 
Located on opposite of Pleasure Pier with number 1-20 and starting at far left of swim area. For tie up instructions follow 
same as described above. 
 
 
* Do not leave any personal gear on board your canoe. SCORA is under no obligation for damage or theft of improperly 
secured canoe. There will be a security force on site overnight. Clubs loaning canoes to visiting club will be held 
accountable for any infractions. 
 
Directions to Newport Dunes 
 
Friday night (Pavilion A) / Sunday (Pavilion C) 
From South: Take the 405 N and take exit 7 for Jamboree Rd. Turn left onto Jamboree Rd. Turn right onto Back Bay Dr. 
From North: Take the 405 S and take exit 7 for Jamboree Rd. Turn right onto Jamboree Rd. Turn right onto Back Bay Dr. 
 
Canoe Trailers (West Beach Pavilion) 
From South: Take the 405 N and take exit 7 for Jamboree Rd. Turn left onto Jamboree Rd. Turn right onto Pacific Coast 
Hwy. Turn right onto N. Bayside Dr. 
From North: Take the 405 S and take exit 7 for Jamboree Rd. Turn right onto Jamboree Rd. Turn right onto Pacific Coast 
Hwy. Turn right onto N. Bayside Dr. 

 
Parking @ Newport Dunes (see map on page 8) 
 
All parking fees are your responsibility.   
• Parking for rigging of canoes at West Beach Pavilion: use the N. Bayside Dr. entrance  
 NOTE: no vehicles or trailers are allowed on the sand 
• Parking for the Friday night meeting: use Back Bay Dr. entrance (parking for the meeting is free)  
• Parking for Saturday: use Back Bay Dr. entrance  
Due to the number of events that will be going on at the Newport Dunes on Friday and Saturday, clubs are once again 
limited to rigging canoes at Pavilion E and parking through the North Bayside Dr. entrance.   

$14 per car: 5 – 7 hour timeframe 
$16 per day per car: 24 hour period 
$25 or $32 per day for car and trailer (2 spaces/ 3 space)
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Transportation & Lodging  

Transportation to & from Catalina Island   
• Catalina Flyer (Newport Beach/Avalon): one way fare $34; Group (20+) rates are available, call group reservations at. 
(800) 830-7744 catalinainfo.com  or (949) 673-5245. 
Catalina Express:  
Long Beach and San Pedro are $34.75 each way; Dana Point $35.75 each way.  
Group (20+) rates are available catalinaexpress.com or (800) 481-3470 
 
**WAHINE EXPRESS** for ladies and coeds, friends and families that don’t want to stay on the island: Chartered 
transportation FROM Catalina Island leaving the island at 8:30 pm (this gives everyone time to stay and enjoy the 
festivities, get some dinner and then head back to Newport). $30 one way payable to SCORA prepaid by Aug. 27th 
 
Lodging in Newport Beach  - all hotels within 5 miles of race site (all prices per hotel’s website) 

 Newport Beach Conference & Visitors Bureau (800)94-COAST(26278) or visitnewportbeach.com 
 Newport Dunes Resort: (tent camping) (800) 765-7661 (949) 729-3863 | $99.00 per night                                           

2 tents – 6 person max. per site http://www.newportdunes.com/Reservations.html 
 **Newport Dunes Resort: (cottages) | $146-$300 per night | sleeps 6 $$ 
 Travelodge Costa Mesa Newport Beach Hacienda Travelodge: (949) 650-2999 | 1951 Newport Blvd., Costa 

Mesa, 92627 | avg rate $89 per night 
 Days Inns Costa Mesa /Newport Beach: (949) 642-2670 | 2100 Newport Blvd., Costa Mesa, 92627 |  avg rate $84 

per night. Possible discounts if you call directly vs. booking online 
 Ayres Hotel & Suites  (714) 949-0300 | 325 Bristol St., Costa Mesa, 92626 | $109.00 single rate – Quad Occ. 

Call for other special rates for Catalina Channel Crossing. Includes breakfast, internet, & parking 
 Doubletree Club Hotel Orange County Airport  (714) 751-2400 | Res. (800) 222-2582 |  $99 King / two Queens 

$109 w/breakfast.  7 Hutton Centre Drive, Santa Ana, 92707 $$$ 

 Holiday Inn Express Newport Beach: http://www.hienewportbeach.com/ | (800) 308-5401 | 2300 W. Coast 
Highway, Newport Beach, 92663 | avg rate $170 for first two nights, $139 for third night + tax for two queens

 Ramada Limited & Suites Costa Mesa / Newport Beach: (949) 645-2221 | 1680 Superior Ave., Costa Mesa, 
92627 | avg rate $118 (discounts to AAA, AARP)

 Radisson Hotel Newport Beach:  (800) 333-3333 | (949) 833-0570 | 4545 MacArthur Blvd., Newport Beach, 
92660 | avg rate $99 per night – book online for possible discount $$$$ 

 **Hyatt Regency Newport Beach: (949) 729-1234 | 1107 Jamboree Road, Newport Beach | avg. rate $152 per 
night - Group rates avail. Visit www.hyatt.com for best rates (across from Newport Dunes). Ask for the Newport 
Dunes Rate. 

 Marriott Newport Beach Hotel and Spa: (949) 640-4000 | 900 Newport Center Dr., Newport Beach | avg. rate 
$179 per night | free airport shuttle and free parking 

 Marriott Newport Coast Villas: (800) 845-5279 | 23000 Newport Coast Dr. | 2 bedroom - 2 bath condos, sleeps 6 
people $279/night 

 
Lodging in Avalon 

 Catalina Visitors Bureau **Best Bet** (310) 510-1520 catalinachamber.com or catalina.com or  
visitcatalinaisland.com   

 Catalina Island Vacation Rentals – (800) 631-5280 or www.catalinavacations.com 
 

There are camp sites on the Island: RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. Camping permits are required year-round and issued 
upon check-in at Hermit Gulch Campground. 

 Hermit Gulch (approx 1 mile out of town) Nightly camping fees are $12 per adult per day, $6 per child per day; sites 
can be booked at http://irmmain.scico.com/irm/AccessType.ASP?BtrvID=1859 (310) 510-8368. The campground is 
approximately 1 mile from downtown, uphill.  The Avalon Trolley service runs approximately every 35 minutes. Last 
pickup is 30 minutes prior to 10:00 p.m. Ticket prices are $2.00 each way.  The trolley runs from 9 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. Taxi’s are available for an additional fee. Please call for a taxi at 310-510-0025.  

 Please remember to respect the City of Avalon and Newport Dunes.  It has taken many, many hours and 
special people to set up this race.   
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Schedule of Events 

Friday, September 9, 2011: 
Required Meeting for all Coaches and Skippers  
 
Pavilion A at Newport Dunes (see map on page 8) 
Newport Dunes Waterfront  
Resort & Marina  
1131 Back Bay Drive         
Newport Beach, CA 92660                         

                  
Parking at the Dunes from 6 to 9PM until the end of the Safety & Registration meeting is free. Free parking is for cars only; 
this does NOT include canoe trailers. Mention SCORA meeting at the gate.  
 
Coaches – 5:30PM  

• Advice – Ensure your coaches checklist is complete and registration will not consume the entire meeting  
• All RACE FEE ARE DUE: bring club check book (separate checks to SCORA, Offshore, Skippers, etc)  
• All Insurance release of liability forms are due (one for each paddler, skipper, coach, etc)  
• Acknowledgement of race start line, procedures, and escort boat location will be addressed at each site.  
• Saturday and Sunday’s SCORA awards dinner tickets will be available each day of the race at the registration table. 

One member from each crew will be responsible for picking up entire crews tickets. THEY ARE NOT dispersed to 
each paddler. Additional tickets can be purchased for $10 a ticket.  

• Meet your Skipper; go over crew size and baggage limitations  
• Organize Saturday AND Sunday morning loading times, locations and procedures, exchange cell numbers  

 
Skippers – 6:30PM  

• Sign in and receive nametag and dinner and drinks wristbands (2 per escort). Additional tickets are $10 each. 
• Meet your coach and SCORA officials. Discuss crew size and baggage limitations  
• Organize Saturday AND Sunday morning loading times, locations and procedures, exchange cell numbers  
• Please address issues now. If assistance is needed, see Bud or Buff  
• NOTE: No signatures for either Coach or Skipper will be considered a failure to comply and fines will be 

assessed 
• Responsibilities and rules of racing  

• Precautions in case of fog  
• Acknowledging tanker lane  
• Synchronize time checks and radio checks  
• Loading and unloading areas and procedures 
• Get your fuel early: Saturday and Sunday’s race – Fuel dock in Avalon (adjacent to the Casino) is open from 

8:00AM to 5:00PM  
 
Saturday, September 10, 2011 
 
6:00 AM  

 Rig and launch canoe at Newport Dunes West Beach Pavilion (see map). Please load gear on escort boat before 
launching to prevent a log jam at the dock.   

7:20 AM  
 All canoes need to be on the water and proceed to start line; be aware of rowers and tidal currents near the Pacific 

Coast Highway (PCH) Bridge.    
7:50 AM  

 Time synchronization on VHF _(TBD)_  
 Skippers stay clear of the harbor entrance and well behind or either side of the starting line.   

8:00 AM  
 Women’s Race Start. Canoes lined up at the Bell Buoy at the harbor entrance.  All escort boats will follow slowly 

behind or alongside the Official boats that are established around the perimeter of the race course. No escort boat 
may enter the pack until the official signal is received. This new format will be explained at the escort skipper 
meetings 
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 IF FOG DICTATES, escort boats will proceed SLOWLY to assigned canoe and keep in sight.  
8:20 AM  

 Co-ed Race Start (skippers, please read the above for escort directions)  
 Once the OFFICIAL ESCORT BOAT SIGNAL has been sounded for each time frame, all escorts may proceed onto 

the course from the back or either side of the pack, so as not to upset canoes with their wake as they approach their 
team. Throughout the race, escort boat wakes may not hinder an opposing team, nor assist their own. Time 
penalties will be assessed if an escort boat does not proceed safely and courteously at any point during the 
race.  

1:00 – 2:30 PM    
 Approximate finish time at Casino Point, Avalon.    

Escort boats proceed to the Avalon Log Jam at Lover’s Cove and see the SCORA skiff to see if moorings are 
available and if so, to get your mooring assignment, then you will pay the Harbor Master at this time for your 
mooring. Please be patient, Buff works closely with the Harbor Master to obtain available moorings for as many 
skippers as possible. Side ties inside will be mandatory. Bring appropriate gear for side tying.   

 The gas dock is not for loading or unloading!!   
 During refueling you may transfer gear up the ramp.    
 Do not stack and leave gear on the ramp.    

1:00 – 3:00 PM    
 Canoes go to South Beach (left side of Green Pleasure Pier as seen from the water) 
 Outside showers available at Green Pleasure Pier 
 Dinner and bar available at the Field of Dreams. NO OUTSIDE ALCOHOL or food is allowed at the Field of 

Dreams– violators will be cited.  
 Clubs and coaches are responsible for any violations    

3:45 – 5:00 PM – Wahine & Open Coed Reception | Field of Dreams  
 Mayor’s Cup and Harbor Master’s Cup presentation    
 Women’s & Coed race awards  
 Reception and celebration   

6:00 PM – Field of Dreams Area  
 Coaches confirm with Skippers regarding Sunday morning logistics.    
 Any conflicts and other info will be handled at the Field of Dreams SCORA Booth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 

    
                   Field of  
                   Dreams 
 
 

                                         
       
 
                                           canoes 
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Sunday, September 11, 2011 
6:00 – 7:30 AM   

 Breakfast in town (a few recommendations include Busy Bee | Sally’s | Lori’s | Pete’s | Joe’s | Eric’s on the Pier, 
etc… Please be patient, courteous, and tip well!  

7:30 – 8:30 AM    
 Clean up at South Beach and organize gear for loading onto escort boats.    
 EACH CLUB is responsible for there own trash removal; make sure your area is clean before leaving.   

8:30 AM  
 Load your escort boat. We strongly suggest that you use your canoe to load gear onto escort boats due to 

congestion at docks  
9:00 AM  

 Master Coed Start 
 All other canoes should be on the water by now.   
 Warm up and proceed to Lovers’ Cove for the start (see map) where canoes will line up between 2 strategically 

placed SCORA buoys.    
 All escort skippers must check in prior to the race by radio or in person at Lover’s Cove 

10:00 AM  
 Men’s Race Start will be at Lovers Cove between the buoys. Lovers Cove is very close to the Catalina Flyer and 

Catalina Express loading docks (and NOT a quarter mile into your race).   
 All escort boats will be staged alongside the race course and will follow slowly outside the Official Boats that are 

established along the perimeter of the race course. No escort boat may enter the pack until the official signal is 
received. Escort boats are not to block the entrance to the harbor transit area.  

 IF FOG DICTATES, escort boats will proceed SLOWLY to assigned canoe and keep in sight.    
10:30 AM  

• Once the OFFICIAL ESCORT BOAT SIGNAL has been sounded, all escorts may proceed onto the course from the 
back or either side of the pack, so as not to upset canoes with their wake as they approach their team. Throughout 
the race, escort boat wakes may not hinder an opposing team, nor assist their own. Team penalties will be 
assessed if an escort boat does not proceed safely and courteously at any point during the race.   

1:00 – 3:00 PM    
 Approach Newport Harbor.    
 NO WATER CHANGES are allowed inside the harbor.     
 Escort boats cannot follow their canoes through the harbor or they will be cited for breaking the “no wake” rules 

and/or exceeding the 5 mph limit.   
 All escort boats must stop and check in with SCORA Official Boat that’s located immediately inside the Harbor 

entrance.  
2:00 – 3:30 PM    

 Finish of men’s race at Newport Dunes, off Coney Island (see map)  
 Unrig and load canoes onto trailers and unload escort boats.    
 Outside showers are available at the Dunes.    

2:30 PM  
 End of Season Luau begins (Food 

service and entertainment at 
Newport Dunes Pavilion ‘C’).  

4:30 PM  
 Awards ceremony for men’s races 

(and recap of women’s awards). 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s race path through Newport Harbor 
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Additional Important Notices:  

 Public consumption of alcohol is not permitted on Catalina Island.   
 No outside food may be brought onto Field of Dreams. No BBQ’s allowed at Field of Dreams.  
 Please respect the rules and policies of the city of Avalon so we are welcome to continue this event in the future.  
 No glass allowed at Field of Dreams or Newport Dunes.   

 NO OUTSIDE ALCOHOL can be brought onto the Field of Dreams. We have hired security to 
escort any persons with alcohol off the property – there will be fines from SCORA and 
disqualification from the race and non-participation in the 2012 Catalina Crossing if these rules 
are not obeyed.  

 
 
 
 
 

Bayside Dr 
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3.0 Eligibility To Race (taken directly from 2009 SCORA Race Rules)   
3.2.1 Any club which is an accredited member of SCORA, and has complied with the SCORA membership dues 
payment provision and other requirements as set forth in the SCORA By-laws, shall be eligible to compete in 
SCORA sanctioned racing events. Distance and/or invitational races will have specified eligibility rules. All entries 
in SCORA races must be from a recognized SCORA member club and/or provide proof of membership in other 
recognized outrigger association AND must have proof of insurance. (Amended 2006 season)   
 
General Information for Escort Skippers: 
Read this entire packet to familiarize yourself with this race. 
 
Prior to Friday Night   

 Make sure engine components are running and have been well maintained.   
 Properly stow away all sharp objects and check for other possible unsafe conditions on your vessel.   
 If you have not already, contact the Offshore Canoe Club to register your boat for the race. Michelle needs your 

name, address, phone number and boat info.  
 

Friday, September 9, 2011  

 Attend meeting at The Newport Dunes to receive dinner and drink tickets, turn in waiver forms, acknowledge 
mooring assignment procedures 
 

Saturday & Sunday, September 10 -11 2011  
 All escort vessels must check in with the designated official boat, following the procedure described at the Friday 

and Saturday night skipper meetings.    
 To ease the movement of paddlers to and from the vessel, all non-racing gear should be properly stowed below. 

Bag and tag gear if space is not available on boat then inform Bud or buff for transport. 
 Inform all participants on your vessel of your safety precautions.    
 Stay off of the race course (either behind or alongside), following the established officials’ boats perimeter until the 

go-ahead signal is received.   
 Do not charge through the pack. Violators will be assessed a penalty.   
 Changes into the water will be from coach’s command with skipper’s acknowledgement.     
 No changes may be made in the harbor on Sunday. Violators will be assessed a severe penalty.   
 Skipper (or spotter) should maintain contact with persons in and on the water at all times.   
 It is advisable to have paddlers jump into the water, board your vessel, and to keep paddlers in the water on the 

side on which steering station is located.  
 Shut down engines when paddlers are in the water and are within 10 yards of your vessel.   
 DO NOT, under any circumstances, back down to pick up or drop-off paddlers. In most cases, the paddlers will 

swim to you.    
 Assist paddlers into the vessel with consideration to paddler’s ability to get onto the ladder, swim step, or other 

loading device.    
 Have a line (with a floating devise attached) available for assistance in case it’s necessary.    
 Know your course and take radio charge if your vessel is involved in an emergency.    

 
NO ALCOHOL MAY BE CONSUMED DURING THE RACE!!!   

Radio Communication 

We will monitor CHANNEL _(TBD)_. It is only a MONITORING channel, not a conversation channel. If assistance is 
needed, call the vessel in question and proceed with transmission. The VIP BOAT will provide general race information. Do 
not crowd the channel with questions regarding placement of teams in the racing pack.   

If assistance is needed for escort vessels, call SCORA I, SCORA II, or SCORA III. The Coast Guard has been informed of 
the race, as have the Harbor Patrols in Avalon and Newport Beach. Urgent medical emergencies should be handled on 
channel 16 and directed to the agency that can assist in the timeliest manner.    

We will be crossing the shipping lanes out of San Pedro and Long Beach. No ship will change its course for our race. It 
takes 4 miles for a vessel that size to slow down. Please proceed with caution and aim for the rear of any large vessel 
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crossing the course.  

Required Equipment Escort boats participating in the Catalina Outrigger Canoe Race MUST be properly equipped. All 
required equipment by law must be aboard each vessel.   

Below is a minimal list of required and recommended equipment to aid each escort boat and outrigger paddlers in the 
race:   

Equipment Required by Law  
• Flame arresters for gasoline engines    
• Fire extinguishers of proper size and number    
• Personal floatation devices of proper size for each person aboard (including relief paddlers)   
• Visual distress signals    
• Sound signaling devices    
• Ventilation for vessels with gasoline aboard    
• Marine sanitation devices  
• First Aid Kit   

 
Required Race Equipment  

• Operating marine radio   
• Ladder or device to board vessel from ocean    
• Anchor and anchor line    
• 40 foot towline (anchor line may substitute if proper size)    
• Adequate fuel and proper storage of such   
• Compass  
• Chart of race course and navigation    
• Adequate drinking water    
• 5 gallon bucket    

 
Recommended Equipment  

• Extra line  
• Mooring fenders (for safe side tying)    
• Adequate jackets for night time    
• Hats and sunscreen    

 
Side tie and rafting gear needs: large fenders, spring lines, dock lines 
 
Anchoring: adequate size anchor with chain for size of vessel and 200 foot anchor line 
 
All escort boat skippers must use their discretion and carry aboard other safety gear. 
 
Check out links on the SCORA website for other escort knowledge and safety procedures. 
 
**ATTENTION** Escort Skippers The 76 gas dock “Island Marine Fuel” will be offering a discount on fuel for all Catalina 
Channel Crossing skippers. Simply inform them that you’re with the race to get your discount. Island Marine Fuel is located 
at the base of the ferry in Newport Harbor (Balboa Island side).  

 


